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Kay Bates served as McHenry Chamber Director from 1991
to 2020. Her leadership and passion for the Chamber and the
Community will be greatly missed. Enjoy your retirement Kay!
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David Lammers

Wayne Jett

Chairman of the MACC Board of Directors

Mayor of McHenry

Today we celebrate and honor the career and accomplishments of a woman who has contributed greatly to
our community of McHenry. Kay Bates’ 17 year tenure
as President of our McHenry Area Chamber of Commerce has benefitted McHenry greatly in providing
events for us to enjoy such as Fiesta Days Music Fest,
Kid’s Ice Cream Social, Arts and Crafts in the Park, and
the McHenry Business Expo to name a few. Her efforts
in leading the Chamber to support local business here in
McHenry provided platforms for many of the businesses
we all love and frequent to launch, survive, and thrive.
We invite you to take a look over the years in celebrating Kay Bates as we thank her for her years of service to
McHenry.

As the Mayor of the City of McHenry, I can tell you that
it was a pleasure to work with Kay Bates while she served
as the President of the McHenry Area Chamber of Commerce. A major factor in keeping the City of McHenry
strong is its partnerships with the businesses we serve.
Kay did a tremendous job promoting those businesses
and overseeing events that helped keep our local economy rolling. I congratulate her on her retirement as
President and wish her luck as she moves on to the next
chapter in her life.

ON THE COVER Kay Bates, former McHenry Area Chamber of
Commerce Director, sharing in the fun with Chamber members at
the annual dinner dance and award ceremony.
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Testimonials
I have had the pleasure of knowing and working with Kay through most of my business
career. She was an outstanding champion of local business and entrepreneurship. She was
always concerned about others in the community and never once took a selfish viewpoint
of what was good for her career. She was always the first to help and always showed
her support to me and other businesses. Kay was an outstanding Chamber of Commerce
director. Thank you Kay for all of your years of service. You will be missed.

~ John J. Smith

On the McHenry Riverwalk Foundation Board, Kay could be counted on to calmly move
a discussion forward, to act in support of new ideas and creative initiatives, and to share
her networking contacts and expertise. She was a consistently encouraging and generous
collaborator. I appreciated Kay’s steady presence in meetings, her respectful demeanor, her
willingness to listen, and her ability to maintain a helpful perspective.

~ Cynthia Locke

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to work with Kay and the dedicated staff that she has
assembled. Find me anyone who returns every phone call, every email, every single time and
in a timely fashion. Kay has dedicated her entire life to McHenry, for the best interest of
the community which includes the businesses and every single person living here. I want to
thank her from the bottom of my heart for everything she has done for me personally and the
community she so proudly represents.
~ Steve Buss

I have known Kay Bates through Marlin’s Swim when our children were young. Then I connected with her around 1996, she was the membership director at the Chamber and worked
for Debbie Harr. She was amazing and dedicated in that position. When she became the Director for the chamber she helped a lot of businesses in the surrounding area and was dedicated
to helping our business community. Kay’s legacy is something we all should be thankful for,
her leadership made our community remember to shop local! Thank you Kay

~ Carol Chrisman

owner McHenry Trend Sellar and co-owner Black Orchid Boutique

It’s hard to overstate the impact Kay’s 20+ years have had on the Chamber. Having worked
closely with her on the Board and at Fiesta Days over the years, you can easily see how her
genuine, caring, and fun-loving nature has created a culture of family among the staff and
membership. Her leadership, wisdom, and guidance have resulted in the robust and highly
active Chamber you see today. Thank you and Congratulations Kay!

~ David Lammers
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Building Bridges for 30 Years
A Career
of Making
McHenry a
better place to
work and play

Frank E. Low Award committee members congratulate Kay Rial Bates.
Pictured left to right are: Ron Bykowski, Sue Meyer, Mike Low, Molly Ostap, and Ted Stilling.
(Committee members not pictured are Dennis Conway and Dave Lawson.)

Under Kay’s leadership, the McHenry Area Chamber of Commerce
has upheld its mission improving the quality of life for those
who live and work in the greater McHenry Area. Working with
Chamber members, local leaders, and the community, Kay grew and
developed many of the community events that are the heart and
soul of McHenry, such as Fiesta Days, Shamrocks the Fox, McHenry
Downtown Uncorked, and the McHenry-opoly Expo. Her work to
coordinate manufacturing week events and tours led to the annual
MTI (Manufacturing, Trades, and Industry) Career Expo.
Kay’s passion for the support and growth of area businesses
and the employees who work for them is inspiring. She excelled
in making people feel welcome, building confidence and skills,
and guiding new businesses. She worked tirelessly to support
community projects and philanthropies, like the McHenry Riverwalk
Foundation, St. Baldrick’s, Celebration of the Arts, McHenry Rotary,
and McHenry Harvest.
The Frank E. Low Award is the McHenry Area Chamber’s highest
honor, awarded to someone who exemplifies the man it is named
for, someone who inspired people to give selflessly to the area.
There is no one more deserving than Kay Rial Bates.

Testimonials

Over the last 37 years in business, Kay was the most hard working and dedicated
Chamber Executive that I have had the pleasure of working with.
She made a very demanding and difficult job look much easier than it was, this is a very
rare talent that I will miss. However, her pleasant demeanor under any circumstance is
what I will miss the most. I wish Kay the very best in her well earned retirement.

~ Gary Lang

Kay Bates is an icon of the economic development scene in Northern Illinois. Kay has
served on the McHenry Chamber of Commerce for 25 years, and will be greatly missed.
She has passionately supported local businesses and the people behind them. Kay has
served as a bridge between government, citizens and businesses. No one understands the
people in the McHenry area, the businesses, and the driving forces behind them better than
Kay. Perhaps her best attributes, however, are her positive can-do attitude and her ability
to bring people together to accomplish meaningful goals for the business community, which
~ Doug Martin
lead to significant positive change.
On behalf of McHenry Community High School, we would like to wish Kay the best
and thank her for her decades of support of the MCHS career and technical programs.
Kay has been instrumental in encouraging and promoting our Manufacturing, Trades,
and Industry (MTI) Career Expo that has grown into a premier event for students
and parents around the area. Kay understands the connection between our school system
and growing and sustaining a vibrant economy. Kay has been a great proponent of our
manufacturing, trades, and career programming. Good luck and thank you Kay!

~ Carl Vallianatos

I had the pleasure of serving with Kay both as a board member and as chairman of the
board. Kay has an uncanny ability to touch people’s hearts and inspire the best in them.
She inspires everyone around her and helped the McHenry Area Chamber soar to new
heights every year she was a part of it. It was a privilege to serve with her and I wish her
all the best in her future endeavors
.~ Adam Diamond
I met Kay Bates in 1996 when I joined the Fiesta Days committee. When it became
time to hire a new president for the Chamber, I was on the search committee. Kay was
the unanimous choice . Under Kay’s leadership, I watched the chamber and Fiesta Days
~ Richard Paegelow
grow to what they are today.
I have lived and worked in McHenry for 33 years and Kay has always been one of the
best people to know and to promote the businesses that I have worked at. She is truly one
of a kind, thoughtful, professional and caring. I will truly miss seeing her around town.

~ Daphne Reese
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Testimonials
Kay was an extremely valuable part of the McHenry Riverwalk Foundation. She knew
how important The McHenry Riverwalk was for the vitality and the growth of the City
of McHenry and the area. She recognized the importance of strong business and local
economic drivers. Kay was always ready to help do her part. She will be missed. Thank
you Kay for all of your years of service.
~ McHenry Riverwalk Foundation President John J. Smith

I had the pleasure of working alongside Kay Bates during the time I served as Mayor.
We both knew that the success of a strong community is based on collaboration among the
stakeholders. Kay was a great collaborator. She was a strong leader for our Chamber. She
never asked anyone to do anything that she wasn’t willing to do herself. Kay served our
community in many ways and always did so with humility, dignity, and determination.
She was a true servant leader and it was a privilege to work with her for the good of
~ Sue Meyer
McHenry.
I had the pleasure of working with Kay for 29 years. She was a true professional and
I consider her a dear friend. I was always amazed at her energy and passion for all
things McHenry Chamber. No matter what the event or situation, Kay put her chamber
members first. She was a tireless servant, but always had time to listen and help no matter
the situation. Over my career with Shaw Media I have had the opportunity to work with
many great people, but none better than Kay Bates
~ Sam Zito

“Kay started at the chamber on commission as our resident greeter, the welcome wagon,
for new businesses in the area. Kay was so successful at getting new members that she was
given a full time salary position… We worked very well together and complemented each
other. We grew the chamber into one of the largest chambers in McHenry County.
After I left in 2003, the board voted and elected Kay to the position of President.”
~ Deborah Harr-Pearson

McHenry Area Chamber President 1993 - 2003
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to all of the sponsors below who helped make this section possible
Artistic Embroidery Creations
Barb & Monique Virgilio, MyDesignSpace, Inc.
Becky Kirchner RE/MAX Plaza
Buss Ford Lincoln
Colonial Funeral Home and Crematory
Cris Bimbi State Farm Insurance Agency
FirstLight Home Care NE McHenry County
Heelan Music
Integrity Financial
John J. Smith
Lowenheim Insurance Agency LLC
MC3 Referral Group
McHenry Community High School District #156
McHenry Riverwalk Foundation
Mobile Accounting
Natural Therapy Wellness Center
Northwest Herald
Performance Unlimited Inc.
Restoration1
Shepherd Premier Senior Living
Shop & Dine McHenry
Susan Shaw-Mortgage Consultant with Home State Bank
The Bremer Team - Keller Williams North Shore West
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